AFTER THE WAR

need for sacrifice and facing up to uncomfortable issues. Let
us avoid confusing stability and the status quo. For instance,
the vile manner of the Russian invasion of Poland raises
righteous indignation, but it must not blind us to the fact
that the territory reappropriated was before 1919 nearly
100 per cent Russian in population and tradition. At the time
of the Versailles Treaty many people had doubts as to the
wisdom of establishing Polish domination over districts so
obviously Russian, but zeal for sovereign rights, and still
more terror of Bolshevism, led the Powers to overrule their
own doubts. The end of Hitlerism does not necessarily mean
the immediate dawn of a new day. Gzecho-Slovakia, Poland,
Austria, and the rest cannot be patched up like broken toys.
Lack of co-operation has brought this war on us, lack of
harmony between States, between elements within the
nations^ between individuals, and between the conflicting
forces in every human being. Since the roots of the evil dig
right down into individual personality, it is there that we
must tackle it and dedicate ourselves with thought and work
and sacrifice to making this war an opportunity and the new
order that we visualize a reality.

Pessimists argue that the difficulties of economic reor-
ganization are almost insuperable and that the world will
require at least a generation to recover from the economic
dislocation of this war. As an answer to the first objection let
them consider how the whole food supply of this country has
been reorganized in a few weeks under pressure of necessity
in a way that would have previously been thought impos-
sible* If expediency can achieve such results, what cannot
good will accomplish? As for the economic dislocation aris-
ing from war, statistics show that after the last war there was
redistribution of wealth but that the normal steady increase
in the general standard of living persisted, even in defeated
Germany. Air attack would of course lead to the destruction
of some of the means of production, factories, power stations,
railways, and so on. But such objectives are small compared
with the total area of the country and are therefore unlikely
to be damaged to any crippling extent. True the last war left
us a gjrim legacy of unemployment, but economists are